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Federation Focus is published three times a year by the Jewish Federation of Central California.
“All Jews are responsible for one another.” (Talmud:Shavuot 39a)

L' Shanah Tevah

Have a sweet year!

T his past summer [ was so honored to attend the Adult B’nai Mitzvah celebration at
Temple Beth Israel. Lead by Rabbi Rick, ten members of our community participated in
this event and the attendance was incredible. The service was very touching and each
one who participated did an outstanding job. I think I speak for everyone when I say
how proud we were of all of them! The food and desserts added to make this one of the
best events we have had this year.

We have begun our annual allocation process and are gathering all requests. The annual
allocation meeting will be held on October 22, at 11 a.m. We will publish a list of all alloca-
tions granted in our next publication.

Our community really needs your help this year.....
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If you have not made your pledge yet it is not too late. You can call the office at 432-
2162, send an email at fedfresno@sbcglobal.net, or fill out the
back page and mail it in. I will update the pledge list in our
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Fall—Winter

Events Events

For more information on events listed in the calen-
dar, please contact your local Congregation:

Temple Beth Israel (TBI) 559 432-3600
Congregation Beth Jacob (CBJ) 559 222-0064
Chabad of Fresno- 559 432-2770

Congregation B’nai David (CBD) 559 732-3139
Congregation Beit Shalom (CBS) 559 308-1333
Jewish Federation (JFCC) 432-2162

September 2

Learn to Blow Shofar- $10 Adults/Children free
Master Teacher Maurice Kamins

CBS/6:30 p.m.

September 10
TBI Religious School-1* Day
FYGBI Carwash

September 14
JFCC Board Meeting
CBJ/7 p.m.

September 16

Rosh Hashanah Program for Children
Beekeeping, Honey Making & Tasting
CBS/6:30 p.m.

September 16

Jewish Film Series Presents at TBI

“The Frisco Kid”

5:45: Deli Service / 6:30: Srugim /7:15: Film
See flyer page 4

September 16
S’Lichot Service
TBI & CBJ /9 p.m.

*September 20
Erev Rosh Hashanah
Services at all Congregations

September 21
1* Day Rosh Hashanah 5776
Services at all Congregations

September 22
2" Day Rosh Hashanah 5776
Services at CBJ and Chabad

September 29
Kol Nidre
Services at all Congregations

September 30
Yom Kippur
Services at all Congregations

October 1
Sukkot Decorating
CBJ/11:00 a.m.

October 4
Erev of Sukkot

October 4
Chinese food in the Sukkah
TBI/5:30 p.m.

October 5

Sukkot

CBJ/9:30 a.m. Services

Call CBJ for more information (222-0664)

October 6
Sukkot Thanksgiving Meal w/rituals
CBS/6:30 p.m.. Adults $12, Children free

October 7

Jewish Film Series Presents at TBI
“Denial”

6:30 p.m.: Srugim / 7:15: Film
See flyer page 4

October 8
Sukkot Dinner
CBJ/6:30 p.m. Dairy Pot Luck in the Sukkah

October 8
Port and Chocolate in the Sukkot
TBI/7p.m.

October 10

Fourth Tuesday

TBI, Social Hall/11:30 a.m.

Festive lunch in our beautiful Sukkah- $5

RSVP Judy Haber, jahaber@comcast.net or 431-2102

(continued on page 6)
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ack in ’94, I was an administrator at a Jes-

uit university in Connecticut that decided
to launch a Judaic Studies minor. It was well de-
signed by a Jewish arts professor with assistance
from other faculty and supported by a large donation
from a local Jewish entrepreneur. I wondered wheth-
er it would be successful since there were only a few
Jewish students enrolled.

But the courses proved popular and oversubscribed,
partly because of the lead professor who was recruit-
ed from another university. I met a number of the
undergraduates among the overwhelming Catholic
student body and learned why they were in Judaic
Studies: “One of my grandparents was Jewish;” “I
thought it would help me understand more about the
roots of Catholicism;” “The courses sounded as if
they would be stimulating.” It was fascinating for me
to sit in on some classes and observe students’ desire
to learn more about religion.

I harkened back to those days as I attended a recep-
tion at Fresno State University in May for graduates
of its Jewish Studies. Guided by Professor Jill Fields,
the founding coordinator, there is a growing Jewish
Studies program that has been supported for several
years by the Jewish Federation of Central California.
Students with the surnames Alejo, Davenport,
Gorham, Ledesma and Schwarz received the first
certificates of completion and a sixth, Russell Doug-
las, president of the Jewish Studies Association, de-
scribed his enthusiasm for the classes. He admitted
that he originally signed up casually because he
needed some courses toward a minor and a faculty
member suggested trying Jewish Studies as academi-
cally interesting.

Fresno State is taking the program seriously.
Michelle DenBeste, the interim dean at the College
of Social Sciences, delivered the reception welcome,
and during a visit to Temple Beth Israel, President
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Joe Castro had expressed hopes for Jewish
Studies to prosper and become a minor.
Highlighting the graduates’ celebration,
retired English Professor Lillian Faderman
related the story of Ann du Pontavice, the ma
jor donor to the Jewish Studies program.
Born in France, she came to the U.S.as a
teenager during World War II and returned
home afterward to become a physician. In
1986, she came to Fresno as a consultant on
AlDs at St. Agnes Hospital and served the Fresno
Health Department.

Through her friendship with Dr. Faderman, she be-
came interested in Judaism, converted, joined Tem-
ple Beth Israel and particularly enjoyed visiting Isra-
el. Introduced to Jill Fields, she benefitted Jewish
Studies through her estate. Ironically, as a child in
1936, her mother remarried to a marquis whose fami-
ly were Nazi sympathizers and she was horrified af-
ter the war to learn for the first time about concentra-
tion camps.

Currently the faculty represents a variety of disci-
plines. Here are a few: Vince Bondi, Department of
Philosophy, teaches Judaism; Stacy Farenthold, De-
partment of History, Modern Middle East; Bradley
Hart, Mass Communication and Journalism, Anti-
Semitism from Medieval to Modern World. Among
the faculty members particularly known to Fresno’s
congregations are Toni Wein who teaches Jewish
American Writers; Terry Winant, Philosophy and
Diaspora; Jack Zeldes in the Department of Linguis-
tics, Hebrew.

Dr. Fields gladly notes the continuing expansion of
Jewish Studies with a minor and three new classes
starting in spring 2018: Jewish Civilization, Jewish-
American Popular Culture, and Writing and the Jew-
ish Experience.

This past spring lectures by visiting professors sup-
plemented classwork with programs devoted to Jew-
ish American women artists, North African Jews and
Jewish renewal in Poland. One student became an
intern in the office of the Jewish Federation and told
me that her class on the Holocaust had more than 40
students but the department has since capped it at 35.
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The 15th Annual
Fresno Jewish Film Series

SEPTEMEER 16, 2017 — APRIL 14, 2018

Temple Beth Israel
B622 N. Maroa Ave., Fresno, CA

Reservations & Tickets
(2549 439-9%93%
. " Eight Full Length Films
Deli Service : 5:45 PM srueim”| Israel 'SEIIE:E Incinded
. sindle Screening: $5
“Srugim” : 6:30 'Y .o
Main Feature: 715 PM season Tickets: $50
- Deli Service Available on 4 Dates*
.-"' ""i. Single Deli Meal: $12-515

.
JE'HI H""

Deli Meal Season Tickel: $50

fresnojewishfilm.org

Sepiember 16 | The Frisco Kid | *Deli Service
October 7 | Denial
November 11 | Fanny's Journey | *Dell Service
December 2 | Bride Flighi
January 20 | Closed Season | *Dell Service
February 17 | Alda's Secreis
March 17 | Rabin-In His Own Words
April 14 | Live and Become | *Deli Service

Fresred Soiish Film Savias B grafef'ul (o Sisam House Tor Spansadineg “ Snapim this Sd0500
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After 500 Years,
A New Home

Thousands of Jews were banished
from Sicily in 1492, but recently the
local archbishop has granted the use
of an oratory -- a small Catholic
chapel - in the ancient Jewish quarter
to Palermo’s growing Jewish commu-
nity. The oratory was known as Santa
Maria del Sabato, or Holy Mary of
Saturday.
name is related to the memory of the
celebration of Shabbat.

Some scholars think the

Twenty five years ago some local en-
thusiasts, including Catholics, found-
ed the Sicilian Institute for Jewish
Studies. Scholars found that Jews
were in Sicily at least since the first
century A.D., at one point there being
51 communities on the island, the
largest being in Palermo. A mikvah
has been found below the courtyard of
Palazzo Marchesi which in the 16™ century
housed the offices of the Inquisition.

Until now there haven’t been enough
Jews to form a minyan, but that is ex-
pected to change. The spiritual leader
is an emissary from a Jerusalem or-
ganization that assists those searching
for their Jewish heritage. The city is
paying for the restoration costs of the
dilapidated oratory.

w hLTE BUBBE™

No “bubbe meises” or “farkakte schlock”
With a team of Yiddishe Kops, Alte Bubbe offers:

Sgevw Waxman

Integrative Nutrition Health Coach
Online Business Development
Digital Content Marketing
info@altebubbe.com
www.altebubbe.com

JFS

Jewish Family Services

Jewish Family Services continues
to be busy providing help and support
to members of our community.

Coming up this Fall, we are
planning several new programs
designed for a variety of interests
for all our members.

We will continue our famous and
popular Friday challah deliveries
each week, as a thank you to
members who are chosen for
their help or support or just be-
cause they are valuable members
of our Federation.

We are looking forward to be-
ginning a new program, “Tools
for Living,” a series of speakers,
panels, and activities. The first is
a senior fitness program, held
twice a week at Temple Beth
Israel, led by a professional in-

structor. Some of the speakers
and panels will cover Depres-
sion, Teen Suicide, Bereavement
and Parenting.

We are continually looking for
ways to better serve our commu-
nity. If you know how we
might be helpful, please give the
Federation Office a call or send
us an email. Just a reminder,
Jewish Family Services is here to
help. If you need transportation,
shopping, or just a

friendly visit, please call.

The Jewish Family Services Committee
Carol Reba-Chairperson

Rabbi Paul Gordon

Phyllis Farrow- Federation Director
Linda Nahin - Commumnity Coordinator
Leslie Briney, Rita Karsh,
Elizabeth Kassel, Jenny Mann,
Amy Schmidt

Email: fedfresno@sbcslobal.net
Phone: 559-432-0529

6'UARANTEE
=:COM

&% REAL ESTATE

Elaine Colett

Broker Associate
CalBRE # 00577681

(559) 307-0532

elainecolett@gmail.com

6710 N. West Ave., Suite # 108, Fresno, CA 93711
office: 650-6010 - fax: 439-4200

Top Producer
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Calendar December 15

. Hanukah Pot Luck Family Service
2

L (continued from page 2) TBI /6 p.m.
October 11-12 December 17
Hoshana Rabba / Shimini Atzeret CBJ/5 p.m.
CBJ/9:30 a.m. Service Hanukah Party

October 12
Family Simchat Torah
CBJ/8 p. m.

October 13
Simchat Torah
CBJ/9:30 a.m.

October 22
JFCC Allocations
CBJ/11AM

November 5
Hanukah Bazaar
TBI/10 a. m.

November 11

Jewish Film Series Presents at TBI

“Fanny’s Journey”

5:45 p.m.: Deli Service /6:30: Srugim / 7:15: Film
See flyer page 4

November 16
JFCC Board Meeting
CBJ/7 p.m.

November 23
Thanksgiving

November 28
Fourth Tuesday
TBD

TBI, Social Hall

December 2
Jewish Film Series Presents at TBI
“Bride Fight” / 6:30 p.m.: Srugim /7:15: Film

December 12
Hanukah

December 12

Fourth Tuesday / TBI/11:30 a.m.

Annual Hanukah Latke Party

Candle-lighting, a delicious lunch, and latkes unlimited
RSVP Judy Haber, jahaber@comcast.net or 431-2102

If you have any events that are open to the entire Jewish
community you would like posted here and on our email
calendar please contact Phyllis Farrow at

559 432-2162 or fedfresno@sbcglobal.net.

Chassidus Thoughts “

The power of speech is often underrated. The source of a single
sound begins in a very high spiritual place encased in your will.
It seems strange, because you would think that your emotions
would be the source of your desire to communicate with others.

Chassidus teaches that your soul was breathed into your body
by Hashem. When we are attuned to Hashem’s transcendence,
our relationship is not subject to the natural decay of time. As
such every mitzvah we perform carries with it the wonder and
fascination of the ‘first time’ being anywhere. This physical
world originates in the letter ‘Hei’ of Hashem’s name, and the
world to come from the ‘Yud’ .

Unfortunately, this system can break down! Anyone who has
been to the dentist knows the great difficulty in speaking and
pronouncing their words after a numbing shot. Moreover,
when a front tooth is broken, the patient complains that he
blows air through his teeth and now can’t pronounce words
such as ‘funny’. With your tooth repaired, your speech returns
and you can now pronounce biting letters such as ‘the’. When
you accidentally burn your lips with hot coffee, you find that
you can’t say ‘please’ or if you bite your tongue you lose pro-
nunciation of simple words such as ‘help’. Finally, if you de-
velop a sore throat, you lose your ability to use forceful breath
sounds, and vocalize guttural words.

Oh yes, don’t forget a Jew was given a powerful speech weap-
on called humor to destroy those who attack God’s chosen peo-
ple. As such, when we speak, we have to be very careful to cre-
ate only simcha and joy in this world and avoid speaking badly
about anyone. Not so easy! So train yourself to think before
speaking and let’s build a vibrant Jewish community in our
valley!

Javid ben dftiesh gftaCohen
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LETTER FROM ISRAEL by Vic Rosenthal

Comments?
K2vco.vic@gmail.com

Z

As I write this it seems that things
are more “interesting” (not in a
good sense) in America than here
in Israel, where we seem to be
going through a relatively quiet
period as far as terrorism and poli-
tics are concerned.

A lot of people are beginning to
think that the days of Benjamin
Netanyahu as Prime Minister are
numbered. There are several po-
lice investigations, which I be-
lieve do not point to serious cor-
ruption, and he could be indicted.
Even then, he would not have to
resign unless his own party loses
confidence in him. Barring this or
some other crisis, the next elec-
tion is scheduled for 2019.

Netanyahu has been PM for only
a little longer than Obama was US
President, but Israelis think he has
been in power forever and are
tired of his personality. His lead-
ership has been cautious and com-
petent; but those on the Right
think he has been too ready to sur-
render his principles — such as his
decision to remove the metal de-
tectors from the Temple Mount —
while the Left, naturally, thinks
that it is obscene that they are not
the ones running things.

The real question is: who could
replace him? Polls show that the
opposition parties have no better
chances than in the last election
(which is good, since they are
mostly incompetent), and Netan-

yahu has crushed anyone in his
own party that might have chal-
lenged him.

Personally, there is no one |
would rather see as PM than Aye-
let Shaked, who is no. 2 in the
Bayit Hayehudi party. But she is

Number 2 -and even if she were
Number1 — she is more popular
than the head of her party, Naftali
Bennett — that party has no chance
to be the leading vote getter.

Shaked, who currently serves as
Minister of Justice in Netanyahu’s
cabinet, is not quite as charismatic
a speaker as Netanyahu or some
others, but she is honest, very
smart — she has a degree in Elec-
trical Engineering and Computer
Science — and, possibly because
as a woman she had to work much

course) and has numerous women
in the Knesset, so that isn’t a ma-
jor obstacle. But she would have
to jump to the Likud in order to
have a chance, and there would be
strong opposition there from poli-
ticians with established bases. So
today it looks like her chances are
small.

Rarely does an Israeli government
survive the full four years. Netan-
yahu himself could dissolve the
government to try to improve his
position (as happened in 2015), he
could resign, or a motion of no
confidence could pass in the
Knesset. I shudder to contemplate
the horrors of an election cam-
paign, followed by the even more
horrible period after the election
during which the ruling coalition
is formed; but anything can hap-
pen and it can be sooner rather
than later.

Golda

Meier

harder than the

TRANSITIONS

men, knows how
to do her home-
work and master
difficult issues.

Israel has already
had a female PM
(Golda Meir, of

Counseling Center

Margot E.Tepperman, L.C.S.W.
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

171 N. Van Ness Avenue
Fresno, CA 93701
(559) 233-7250
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2017 JFCC Pledge List

Double Chai-over $3600
David and Marilyn Britz
Martin and Debbie Britz
Robert and Linda Glassman

Chai -$1800-$3599

Paul and Marilyn Atlas
Murray and Francine Farber
Ephraim and Laura Hadjis
Marianne Kast

Richard and Betsy Kauffman
Warren and Susan Lev

Ron and Vardit Lichtenstein
Jerry and Jenny Mann

Bill and Karen Podolsky
Richard and Bonnie Polson
Leah Press and Scott Ahles
Carol Reba

Anne Richtel

Melvin and Leslie Richtel
Morton and Donna Rosenstein
George Wallet

Jack Zeldis

Patron-$1242-$1799
Patricia Ginsburg

Marilyn Horwitz

David and Loan Kaye
Roger and Ivonne Litman
Rael and Linda Sacks
Norman and Harriet Sigel
Ethan Smith

Martin and Marianne Weil

COLETT CAR COMF
Retail/Wholesale Auto Dea
Peter Colett

Dealer Lic. #6127

4091 N. Valentine #102
Fresno, Ca. 93722

Mitzvah-$613-$1241 Eugene and Dorothy
Mikhail and Marina Alper Schwabenland
Mark and Sindy Alson Newton and Sue Seiden

Jauques and Suzanne Benninga
Estelle Boro

Howard and Peggy Shainberg
Pat Shein

Herbert and Judy Boro David and Lisa Sicherman
Don and Ruth Bricker David and Elaine Silverman
Bob and Leslie Briney Louis and Mary Lou Sorsky

Joanne Cohen

Louise Feinberg

Robert and Nada Fishman

Arnold and Poornima Friedman
Michael and Beth Goldfarb

Robert and Nooshin Julian

Pepper Kammen

Mark Lasher and Chanah Cossman
William and Laurie Leifer

David Merzel and Linda Hertzberg
Carol Rodder

Lenore Schreiber

Doug Weil and Jeri Buchman
Weil

Robert and CoAnn Weil

Richard and Rosanne Weinberg
Stan and Fran Ziegler

2 anonymous

Sustainer-$396-$612
Sylvia Ames

Robert Boro

Barbara Brietigam
Robin Fox Avedesian

Richard and Carol Sorsky
Roger and Arlana Stewart
Sylvia Waxman

Andrew and Lauri Weiss
3 anonymous

Donor-$126-$395

Gay Abarbanell

Emma Albert

Clifford and Sharyn Anderson
Philip and Julie Appelbaum
Irwin and Nancy Barg

Rita Berg

Robert and Ann Bernstein
Alan and Kathleen Birnbaum
Stephen and Janet Blumberg
Hal and Judit Borushok

Chris Brown

Jack Cain and Judy Haber
Michael and Mindy Chakov
Edward and Shirley Cherniss
Sandy Cohen

Maxine Cohn

Chuck Conway and Carla Brandon

Terry and Frankie Fox -Conway

Howard and Linda Garfinkel Marni Cotter

Geron Family Marc and Marcy Davidson
John and Cheryl Heberger Andrea Farber De Zubiria
Allan Ostrow Manuel Dichner

Steve and Ete Rothenberg Phyllis Farrow

¢

Do you have a story to tell?

Personal Memoir + Family History + Genealogy
Company History + Business Manual

Publish your own book!

Linden Publishing custom publishing services will help
you publish your personal story in a beautiful, long-lasting

(559) 269-4931

gﬂ
Email: colettcarco@yahoo.com == ' -
-ﬁ

published book.

Contact Richard Sorsky at (559) 233-6633 or

Richard@LindenPub.com

or visit www.QuillDriverBooks.com
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Jeanna Francis

Rabbi Joshua Frankel
Samuel and Brenda Franklin
Keren Friedman

Robert and Barbara Futoran
James and Judy Ganulin
Brian Ginsburg

Michael and Abby Goldberg
Paul and Wendy Gottleib
Alvin and Sharon Green
Leon and Isracla Green
Janette Groger

Stanton Groger

Michael and Torie Hadjis
Robert and Laurie Hart
Frank Hoffinger

Judy Horlick

Darryl and Erika Horowitt
Paul and Maribeth Horton
Harry and Marge Imfeld
Joel and Margot Karlin
Anita Kast

Barry and Judith Katz

Mike and Ann Kauther
Sheila Kornzweig

Hanna Krebs

Deborah Krieg

Steven and Jolanda Lempel
Michael Levine

Joe and Bernice Levy
Sharon Levy

Charles and Lynn Lindsey
Glen and Lynn Margulis
Efrat and Evon Mazin

Peter Nagel and Suzanne Karp
Steve and Sallie Negin
Rosemary Pfeiffer

Paul Pierce and Patience Milrod

Spencer and Carole Press

Ken and Stephanie Price
Cynthia Rathwick

Tamara Ravalin

Mario and Judith Reposo
Shirley Rose

David Sasaki and Helen Siporin-
Sasaki

Paul and Deborah Schechter
Amy Schmidt

Lesa Schwartz

Jenifer Schwartz-Casey
Creddy Seymour

Yan and Elena Shrayberman
Judy Shuster

Doris Siegel

Paul Silva

Allen and Jeanette Simmons
Marie Slater

Richard and Linda Smith
David and Susan Snyder

Ben Teitelbaum

David and Margot Tepperman
Douglas and Tamara Treisman
Maria Vargas

Mel and Bettylee Wapner
Michael Weil

Tsuri and Batsheva Williamson
Marc Wilson

David and Aleta Wolfe
Melissa Wolfmann

Leonid Zhornitskiy and Beata Ma-
laya

6 anonymous

Supporter -$54-$125
Sunny Abarbanell
Esti Barak

CABRE #01461103

Fax: 559-827-4121

Jesse Lichaa REALTOR", SFR, CHS

Cell: 559-696-1415

E-mail: Jesse@JesseTheRealtor.com

Lisa Bennett and Dan Cady
Helga Berry

Sean Boyd

Garrick Byers

Dennis and Janis Cohen
Odette and Maurice Cohen
Dean and Linda Diaz

Toni Eames

Alfred and Carolyn Evans
Edward and Bluma Felix
Jill Fields

Cookie Fritz

Owen Gailar

Michael and Amy Gen
Andrea Gjerde

Rabbi Paul and Tamara Gordon
Gary and Laynee Greenberg
Laurie Greene

Ken Greenspan

Gary Grossman

Dorea Harmon and Brian Kossack
Mike and Mara Hocker
Jeremy and Shannon Ivener
Rita Karsh-Goldstone
Elizabeth Kassel

Barry Kast

Leslie Kline

Joyce Kroker

Sheldon Krongaus and
Kathleen McKinley

Alex and Jennifer Lechtman
Matt and Kerri Leedy
Michael and Julie Levine
Joan Lipton

Bernice Miessner

Deborah Moore

Paul and Corie Ostrow
Emily Pasquarelli

JesseTheRealtor.com

JesseTheRealtor.com iz

Owner

David Sicherman

Print * Copy Center

370 W. Fallbrook Ave. ¢ Suite 104
Fresno, California 93711

(559) 224-8285

Fax: (559) 224-7459
avanteprinting@sbcglobal.net
www.avanteprintcopy.com
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Michael Paulaskas Sylvanna Alvarado John M. Schindler

Michelle Rabin Terry and Roberta Bavin Stephen and Mary Shapiro
Isaac and Sandy Ramirez Marc and Kim Birnbaum Karen Shields

Scott and Deborah Reba Lou and Nan Blechman Richard and Andi Sigmund
Jaime and William Richardson Larry Bluestone Bernard and Sylvia Silberman
David and Robyn Sacks Daniel and Lucy Bordona Marilyn Silver

Aaron and Jill Siegel

Joanne Silverstrom

J. J. and Cheryl Skeen

Gary Smith

Oscar Speace and Janice Noga
Paul Stuart

Ron and Leslie Truly

Toni Wein

Mark Weinger

Judy Weiss

Robert and Lori Williams
Rabbi Rick and Rabbi Laura Winer
Dan and Kathy Yarmo

Jeff and Carolyn Zutler

11 anonymous

Friend-$18-53

Ed and Laura Altman
Joe and Linda Altschule

Janice Bruno

John and Robin Cunningham
Ginny Dederich

Lisa DeLacruz

Mark and Iris Duarte

Raul Gallegos

Norm and Cheryl Goldstrom
Saretta Gurss

David Hill and Laurie Rabens-Hill
Suzanne Hurtado

Cynthia Karrake

Jacqueline Lichaa

Joan Lipton

Erik and Diana List

Alisa Moore

Henry Moreno

Linda Nahin

Ruth Neufeld

Gail Rosenthal

Bette Rubinow

Thanks to Our Donors

In appreciation of Jack Benninga
Barry and Carol Kast

In honor of Carol Reba’s Birthday
Hanna Krebs

Amy Schmidt

Stanley and Frances Ziegler
Jerry and Jenny Mann

In honor of Ephraim and Laura
Hadjis’ 50™ Wedding Anniversary
Phyllis Farrow

In memory of Ilse Picard
Hanna Krebs
Jack and Suzanne Benninga

In memory of Bernice Levy
Leslie Kline

In memory of Ruth Cain
Leslie Kline

In memory of Anita Kast
Leo B. and Florence Helzel
Barry and Carol Kast

In memory of Anne Richtel
Leslie Kline

Fresno Jewish Day School
Brooke Leedy
Leo Price

General Donation
Anonymous
Gary and Laynee Greenberg

Jewish Community Relations
Isabel Angres

Gary and Ann Skopp

John Somerville

Mitch and Diane Sperling
Lynne Steele

Jim and Jamie Steinberg
Suzanne Stern

Paul and Bernice Stone
Sheree Stone

Larry Toback

Penny Verin-Shapiro
Donald and Ikuko Watnick
Laurel Weber

Franz and Sally Weinschenk
Judy Weiss

Marsha Wernick

10 anonymous

Jewish Family Services
Mel and Bettylee Wapner

Marilyn Horwitz
Jeanna Valencia
Anonymous

Israel Independence Day Celebration
Clifford and Sharyn Anderson
Esti Barak

Geron Family

Leslie Briney

Mike and Mindy Chakoff
Steven and Nancy Hager
David and Loan Kaye

Ron and Vardit Lichtenstein
Arvind Nigam

Leah Press and Scott Ahles
David and Lisa Sicherman
Newton and Sue Seiden

David and Margot Tepperman
Tsuri and Batsheva Williamson
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Congregation Beit Shalom
www.congregationbeitshalomvisalia.com
congregationbeitshalom@yahoo.com
559.308.1333

YVisalia
VYoices

Congregation B’nai David
www.congregationbnaidavid.com

559.732.3139

L'Shana Tova--1t's that time again. Looking inward,
making a cheshbon ha'nefesh. Time for the mikvah.

A summer of fun was had by Beit Shalomites by wel-
coming Shabbat and making Havdalah ... candle-
lighting and blessings were followed by swimming,
noshing, and schmoozing!

Social Action Project Update: The California Holocaust
Education & Resource Center will be traveling to the Tulare
campus of College of the Sequoias with resource & enrich-
ment materials on September 12.

In January we are presenting the play JANKA at the Cafe
210 in Visalia at 7 p.m. This is the exceptional story of the
playwright's mother - a Jewish woman who survived the Na-
zis by hiding n plain sight in Germany during WWIL. Writ-
ten by Oscar Speace with his wife, actress Janice Noga, in a
moving one- woman play. Advance tickets: 559-308-1333.

The drive to collect 6 million buttons in order to build a Holo-
caust Memorial in Visalia is advancing at a renewed pace
thanks to Facebook and the internet. Total collected, count-
ed, and boxed: 2.5 million.

G'mar Chatimah

Gynthia fischer, Director
Cdlifornia Holocaust Education & Resource Center (501c3)

Please check out our Facebook page! @ @

CBD is getting ready for the High Holy Days now
that summer is winding down. Here’s hoping for
cooler weather in September.

Sunday School will be starting this month with sev-
eral new teachers an a new director of Education.
We will be have several Bat/Bar Mitzvahs in the
fall.

Our Student Rabbi, Meir Bergeron, will be returning
for another year. His monthly Lunch-n-Learn pro-
grams have been very interesting and thought pro-
voking.

Our annual fundraiser, Saucy September, will be
held September 16 at 6 p.m. We have partnered for
the last two years with Food
Link as September is Food
Hunger Month. Seven local
restaurants will submit their
pasta sauces for tasting and
judging. Guests will enjoy a .
delicious pasta dinner and des- &

serts and be able to purchase

tickets for fabulous raffle prizes and bid on numer-
ous silent auction items.

CBD welcomes all new or returning members or
anyone in the community that may be interested in
Judaism and attending services.

- Maxcia PBrooks Emith

» Cataracts
B"H
Diabetes
Brand Name Mmra L@Wm (':.Ia!umrui .
A WEOTAL GACLP d8er A%l

Glasses

Botox Cosmetic

“When you want to see clearly,
think Natural Vision.”

CALL NOW!
Fresno (559) 432-1000
Madera (559) 673-6000
Sanger (559) 875-2000

www.naturalvision.com

David Kaye M.D.

Caring Eye Specialists
Surgical | Medical | Optical

Laura Nguyen, M.D.

Alex N. Lechtman, M.D., F.A.C.
Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery
Certified Reform Mohel

5530 Avenida de los Robles
Visalia, CA 93291

Office: 559.738.7572
Cell: 559.280.8955
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Who's the Oldest? ]

Two synagogues are batting for the title of
oldest in the nation as well as possession
of valuable artifacts.

Shearith Israel in Manhattan was founded

'
Fresno JEWISh in 1654, but is not in its original building.

Touro Synagogue in Newport, R.I. was built in
Day SChOOl 1763 and is the oldest synagogue building.

The Touro congregation, Jeshuat Israel,
PTGSChOOl ages 2t05 fled Newport because of persecution dur-

ing the American Revolution, many peo-
ple joining the Manhattan synagogue.
Shearith Israel maintained the empty Tou-
ro synagogue and cemetery through the
19" century. Then enough Jews moved to
Tours Daﬂy Newport to re-open the building, which was
leased to them by Shearith Israel for $1 per year.

( 5 59) 4 47-198 4 In 2011 Jeshuat Israel decided to sell some
valuable artifacts to the Museum of Fine
Arts in Boston for more than $7 million.
But Shearith Israel tried to stop the sale,
saying they were the rightful owner, and

then was sued by Jeshuat Israel.

NOW ENROLLING!!

A judge had ruled that the Jeshuat Israel

“WE BELIEVE THAT CHILDREN ARE ENDOWED WITH THE LAN-  congregation that worshiped in the Touro
GUAGES OF DEVELOPMENT THROUGH WHICH THEY CAN EX- tshyafrllagffge i‘;;ﬁ‘gﬁ
Y
PRESS THEIR IDEAS. OUR APPROACH IS TEACHING HOW TO 1.4 control over fhe
USE THESE LANGUAGES (E.G., PAINTING, SCULPTING, DRAMA)  building and its ob-
IN EVERYDAY LIFE. THE PROGRAM IS BASED ON THE PRINCI- jects. But later an
PLES OF RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND COMMUNITY 2ppeals court  en-
forced some 20
THROUGH EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY IN A SUPPORTIVE  ccniiry contracts in
AND ENRICHING ENVIRONMENT BASED ON THE INTERESTS OF  which Jeshuat Israel
THE CHILDREN THROUGH A SELF-GUIDED CURRICULUM. WE ?CKHZWdeg\Ied that bltildin ol
NURTURE THE 100 LANGUAGES OF A CHILD BY ENRICHING \c@sced the Newport building for 31 per year

Now Jesuat Israel is considering an appeal of the
EVERYDAY LIFE LEARNING THROUGH EXPLORING OUR WORLD  jecision which had favored Shearith Israel.

-
- —f] |

Tour Synagogu

BANKERSUFE (Z)  omcossososs | JAY GRUBB & ELLIS. saestessin

J B. Pearson Commercial and Investments

. Direct 559.396.4389 . .
Isaac Ramirez Fax 559.225.9238 For your commercial real estate requirements
Insurance Sales Representative

Ethan Smith, CCIM
Isaac.ramirez@bankerslife.com Vice President
7529 N. Ingram Ave., Suite 101 559.447.6256 (office)
Fresno, CA 93711 559.287.0260 (mobile)

esmith@pearsonrealty.com
Insurance License #: CA OK84272 BankersLife.com
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Our Mission

The mission of the Jewish Federation of Central Califor-
nia is to build and strengthen the Jewish community
locally, overseas and in Israel, by

¢ Raising funds and allocating them to identified
Jewish community needs and priorities at home and
abroad

¢ Providing education and cultural programs to pro-
mote community awareness of the Federation and
its mission

¢ Listening to a broad spectrum of opinions from
throughout the community to assure all Jewish voic-
es are heard

¢ Evaluating efforts to ensure that Federation human
and fiscal resources are used most effectively.

For your convenience we accept Visa/Master Card for
your pledges and donations. We appreciate your adjust-
ing your gift to accommodate our 4% bank charge.
Thank you.

Federation Focus

Federation Offers Youth Scholarships

The Jewish Federation of Central California provides
subsidies for Jewish youth to travel to and attend rec-
ognized Jewish camps and other programs in U.S. And
Israel. Applications or requests must be received 30
days prior to need. For information call the Federation

at 432-2162.

Jewish Federations of North America protects
and enhances the well-being of Jews and Jewish
communities in North America, Israel and around
the world. We strive to realize our core values of
chesed (caring and compassion), Torah (Jewish
Learning), tikkun olam (repair of the world) and
tzedakah (social justice). As the focus of the feder-
ations, JFNA acts upon these values through phi-
lanthropy, strategic initiatives, and collective leader-
ship—in partnership with local communities, national and
international agencies.

NEXT DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES
AND CALENDAR LISTING
December 15, 2017

The publication of the
Jewish Federation of Central California

Officers
Murray Farber, President
Ephraim Hadjis, Past President
Ethan Smith , Vice President
Esti Barak, Vice President
Elizabeth Kassel, Secretary
Stanley Ziegler, Treasurer

Phyllis Farrow, Executive Director

Board of Directors
Andrea Gjerde
Rabbi Paul Gordon
Saretta Gurss
Judy Haber
Vardit Lichtenstein
Roger Litman

Steve Negin
Leah Press
Carol Reba
Deborah Reba
Lesa Schwartz
Richard Sorsky
Maria Vargas
Rabbi Rick Winer
Rabbi Levi Zirkind

Francine M. Farber, FOCUS Editor

Jewish Family Services
Staff: Phyllis Farrow, Linda Nahin
559.432.0529
E-mail: fedfresno@sbcglobal,net

© Jewish Federation of Central California

We welcome your articles for publication
in the Focus. Submit via email to fifar-
ber@hotmail.com as a Microsoft Word at-
tachment. Pictures and graphics should
be attached as separate JPG files. Submis-
sions are subject to editing and become
the property of the Jewish Federation of
Central California. We reserve the right to
accept or reject any submissions.
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Have you fulfilled your 2017 pledge?
Our community is depending on you!

“When a person’s good deeds exceed his wisdom, his wisdom will be enduring.”
- Rabbi Hanina Dendosa -
For the annual campaign, I pledge and promise to pay the Jewish Federation of Central California:

$54 $126 $180 $396 $613 $1242 $1800 Other $

Please print your name as you would like it to appear in the Federation Focus:

Name My contribution will be made by:

Address __ Checkenclosed. ____ Please bill me.
____VISA/MC #

Phone Name on card:

Email Expiration Date:

Signature: __ Do NOT publish my name in the Federation Focus.

Mail to: Jewish Federation of Central California 406 West Shields Ave., Fresno, CA 93705




