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   5779 

            On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Jewish  

           Federation of Central California (JFCC) let me  

            extend warm wishes for a happy, healthy and pros 

            perous New Year 5779. I hope you and your fami 

            lies have a joyous holiday and that this will be the  

            beginning of a peaceful year for all of us. 

Sukkot , on September 24, is one of my favorite holidays; I can remember as a child living in Brooklyn’s Borough 

Park area how exciting it was to see all the Sukkahs being put up. I hope you get to attend one of the many events 

taking place in the Sukkahs at the various congregations here in the Central Valley with family and friends. 

SAVE THE DATE 

Sunday February 10, 1 p.m. at Temple Beth Israel and join us for  a play presented by Jewish Women’s Thea-

tre, THE MATZOH BALL DIARIES (see flyer inside). The first 50 tickets will be discounted. 

 

The annual Allocation meeting will be held on October 14 at 11 a.m.  We will publish a list of all allocations in our 

next newsletter.   

MANY MANY THANKS to all of you for your support this year.  We are sorry to say we have not achieved our 

goal.   So PLEASE if you have not made your pledge, it is not too late. You can call the office, send me an email, or 

fill out the back page and mail it in (see information below). Remember your pledges help Jewish families both here 

in the Central Valley and in Israel.  

We gratefully accept donations in memory or in honor of individuals and occasions. We notify the associates or fam-

ily of those being honored or remembered. 

We also accept advertisements that will be included in both our Focus publication and on our website. The cost is 

$100 annually. We hope you will consider placing an ad; we encourage all of our community to support our advertisers. 

Please visit our personal page on FaceBook:www.facebook.com/jewishfederationcentralcalifornia  

If you have any questions please call me at 432-2162 or email me at fedfresno@sbcglobal.net 

 

                                                                                                                               Lehitraot, 

          Phyllis Farrow 
           Executive Director 
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                           Fal l  Events   

 

For more information on events listed in the calendar, 

please contact your local Congregation: 

 

Temple Beth Israel (TBI) 559 432-3600 

Congregation Beth Jacob (CBJ)   559 222-0064 

Chabad of Fresno- 559 432-2770 

Congregation B’nai David (CBD) 559 732-3139 

Congregation Beit Shalom (CBS) 559 308-1333 

 

Every Tuesday & Thursday 10-11 a.m./              

TBI exercise class sponsored by Jewish Family Ser-

vices  as part of its “Tools for Life “program 

 

September 1 

S’lichot Services, all congregations 

 

September 9 
Erev Rosh Hashanah services, all congregations 

 

September 10  

First Day Rosh Hashanah, all congregations 

 

September 11 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah, 

Services at CBJ and Chabad 

 

September 16 

TBI Religious School- First Day 

 

September 18 

Kol Nidre, all congregations 

 

September 19 

Yom Kippur, all congregations 

 

September 20 

JFS Discussion Group 

Depression & Suicide   

11:30 a.m. / TBI Library 

 

September 20 

 JFCC Board Meeting 

CBJ/7:00 p.m. 

 

 

September 23 

Erev  Sukkot 

Sukkot Decorating 

CBJ/11:00 a.m.  

 

September 23 

Sukkot-Sunday School, CBD 

 

September 24 

Sukkot 

 

September 25  

Sukkot  

CBJ/9:30 a.m.  

 

September 25  

Fourth Tuesday  

TBI/11:30 a.m. 

Festive lunch in the Sukkah-$5   

RSVP Judy Haber, 431-2102/jahaber@comcast.net  

 

September 26 

Chinese food in the Sukkah 

TBI/5:30 p.m. 

 

September 28 

Sukkot Dinner 

CBJ/6:30 p.m. Dairy Pot Luck in the Sukkah 

 

September 29 

Port and Chocolate in the Sukkot  

TBI/7:00 p.m. 

 

September 30 

Hoshana Rabba  

CBJ/9:30 a.m. Services 

 

October 1 

Shimini Atzeret & Yizkor Services 

CBJ/9:30 a.m., Family Simchat Torah 8 p.m. 

  

October 2 

Simchat Torah 

CBJ/9:30 a.m.                           (continued on page 4) 
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President’s Message 

                   by Murray Farber 

.   

 

 

T here’s a famous photo of Rabbi Joshua 

Heschel of Chasidic and Jewish Theo-

logical Seminary heritage walking arm-in-arm 

with the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., son of a 

Baptist minister as well as civil rights icon. 

Marching together from Selma to Montgomery, they 

represented part of Dr. King’s dream of uniting 

humanity. 

Uniting Jews from all branches 

I have a dream, too. It’s of a march that brings to-

gether rabbis marching arm-in-arm and uniting 

Jews from all the major branches of Judaism. The 

march would herald an upbeat event such as the 

planting of trees for Tu B’Shevat. And it would 

take place in Jerusalem. 

But when would this happen? Currently it seems 

more reasonable to expect rabbis worldwide to 

march alongside non-Jews than spiritual leaders 

of their own faith. Jewish lay persons are just as 

split. The American Jewish Committee conducted 

a survey that revealed 80 percent of American 

Jews compared with 49 percent of Israeli Jews 

want to end the ultra-Orthodox monopoly of wor-

ship, marriage divorce and conversion. 

Israelis more conservative 

Another survey: 73 percent of American Jews fa-

vor providing space near the Western Wall in Je-

rusalem for mixed gender prayer. Among Israeli 

Jews, 42 percent favor mixing. News stories regularly 

report the dichotomy over such issues as modesty in cloth-

ing, full equality for all in Israel, absorbing immigrants 

whether Jewish or African refugees – remember “You 

were strangers in a strange land” (Deut.) Examine the con-

flicts among the ultra-Orthodox, modern Orthodox, Re-

form, Conservatives, Reconstructionist, seculars and vari 

ous forms of Humanism and you wonder: Are all these 

really parts of the same faith?  

No wonder Dan Shapiro, former Israeli ambassador to the 

U.S., warning of a Jewish tragedy, blamed hatred within 

the Jewish community as one of the causes for the destruc-

tion of the second temple in Jerusalem in 70 C.E.  

On Saturday mornings locally, Torah study at Temple 

Beth Israel (open to everyone at 9 a.m. combining com-

mentary and snacks) discussion has probed the historic 

conflicts in Judaism ranging from the ambitious Korach 

who tried to overthrow Moses as the leader in the wilder-

ness through to how heirs of King Solomon split the Land 

of Milk and Honey into warring kingdoms. 

Ben Gurion tried to help 

 In modern times, there was hope that the rebirth of Israel 

would consolidate all factions. As the first prime minister, 

Ben Gurion thought he could resolve conflicts between 

religious and secular Jews 

through compromises. To-

day revisionists insist he 

worsened conditions. 

Despite the controversies, 

the Jewish Federation of 

Central California currently 

serves all facets of Fresno 

area Judaism. Its executives 

and board members can’t 

hope to merge the varied 

religious philosophies or 

practices at events. However, as an umbrella organization, 

we feel a responsibility that crosses fixed lines. 

Federation supports all branches 

In the past year, this approach has prompted Federation 

support for the traditional Israel Independence Day events, 

a Hanukkah celebration, youth activities, Israeli social 

needs, the local cemetery, assistance to the elderly and 

handicapped, and cultural programs. Decisions are not 

always easy. So, as I mark another term as Federation 

president, I want to thank the board members for their 

dedication, Jewish Family Service for innovative program-

ming, Executive Director Phyllis Farrow, and the entire 

community for its financial and volunteer support. 

 

  Rabbi Heschel and MLK 
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October 13 

Jewish Film Series Presents at TBI 

6:00 p.m.Bistro; 7:00 p.m.: “The Bands Visit” 

Details at www.fresnojewishfilm.org 

RSVP Elizabeth Kassel 301-2350/kassel9638@gmail.com 

October 14 

Hoshana Rabba  

CBJ/9:30 a.m. Services 

October 14 

JFCC Allocations 

CBJ/11 a.m. 

October 23 

Fourth Tuesday 

TBI Social Hall/1 p.m. 

Adventures in Myanmar & Laos/Judy Haber 

November 15 

JFS Discussion Group 

Handicapped Awareness 

11:30 a.m. / TBI Library 

November 16 

JFCC Board Meeting, CBJ/7 p.m 

November 17 

Jewish Film Series Presents at TBI  

7:00 pm-“The Testament” 

Details at www.fresnojewishfilm.org 

RSVP Elizabeth Kassel 301-2350/kassel9638@gmail.com 

November 22 

Thanksgiving 

December 2 

Hanukkah, First Candle 

Hanukah Bazaar 

TBI/10:00 a. m. 

December 2 

Hanukkah celebration 

CBD/11:30 a. m.     

December 4 

Fourth Tuesday 

Annual Hanukkah Latke Party, TBI/11:30 a.m. 

RSVP Judy Haber, 431-2102/jahaber@comcast.net 

December 7 

Hanukkah Pot Luck Family Service 

TBI 7 p.m. 

December 8 

Jewish Film Series Presents at TBI 

“Simon and Theodore”/7 p.m. 

Details at www.fresnojewishfilm.org 

RSVP Elizabeth Kassel/301-2350/kassel9638@gmail.com 

. 

CALENDAR   (continued from page 2)

Lonah Chemtai Salpeter, 

a Kenyan-born Israeli citi-

zen, won a hard-fought 

10,000-meter race in Ber-

lin, taking home Israel’s 

first ever track gold in a 

men’s or women’s event 

at the European Athletics 

Championships on Au-

gust 8.  She  finished in 

31 minutes, 43.29 sec-

onds, 

“I’m really happy. I 

dreamed of this, but I did-

n’t believe it happened, ” 

Salpeter said.  She will 

receive a grant of $11,000 

from Israeli sports author-

ities for her achievement. 

The athlete moved to Isra-

el in 2009, originally as a 

nanny for the children of 

Kenya’s ambassador to 

Israel. She later met run-

ning coach Dan Salpeter 

and they married and have 

a four year old son.   

ISRAELI FROM KENYA 

WINS FIRST GOLD 

Lonah Chemtai Salpeter 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjMvqjhrvfcAhUNTKwKHVXvD78QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofisrael.com%2Fisraeli-runner-lonah-chemtai-salpeter-wins-gold-at-european-championships%2F&psig=
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Thanks to the generosity of Gae Werfel and the funds 

that she left to Jewish Family Services, we are contin-

uing to provide expanded services to meet the many 

needs of our community. 

Our major focus is on the Tools For Life program. 

The program started when we introduced our Tues-

day and Thursday senior exercise class. This program 

continues to grow, in part due to the excellent instruc-

tor, Dawn Owen. 

Our monthly  calendar is busy and interesting. We 

now are offering a monthly discussion group on top-

ics such as All About Wills, which will be held on 

August 30. 

On September 20 the discussion of Suicide and De-

pression in Seniors will be led by a representative 

from Hinds Hospice. 

In October, for the one year anniversary of the exer-

cise class, we will be hosting a special lunch for the 

participants. 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 15 Jose Mendoza will be coming       

to present information about resources for the     

handicapped. 

Some of our future plans include possible day trips; 

we are open to your suggestions. 

Email: fedfresno@sbcglobal.net 

Phone  559 432-0529                 

The JFS Committee: 

Carol Reba, Chair; Rabbi Paul Gordon; Phyllis Far-

row, JFCC Director; Linda Nahin, Community Out-

reach; Leslie Briney, Rita Karsh, Elizabeth Kassel, 

Jenny Mann, Amy Schmidt      
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TOOLS FOR LIFE 

Presented by Jewish Family Services 

at Temple Beth Israel 

Senior Fitness Program 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10-11 a.m. 

Chair exercises with qualified instructor 

 

 

DISCUSSION GROUPS 

September 20 at 11:30 a.m. 
Suicide & Depression in Seniors 

Brandy Lidbeck, LMFT, Program Coordinator, Hinds Hospice 

 

October 11 at 11:30 a.m. 
Lunch and First Annual Celebration of our Exercise Class  

 

November 15 at 11:30 a.m. 
Handicapped Awareness 

Jose Mendoza, Advocate Disability Rights, California 

 

 

Tools for Life 

is free and 

open to the 

public 

TEMPLE 

BETH 

ISRAEL 

6622  

NORTH 

MAROA 

FRESNO 
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 LETTER FROM ISRAEL  by Vic Rosenthal           Comments?     

         K2vco.vic@gmail.com 

T R A N S I T I O N S 

Counse l ing Cent er  

Margot E.Tepperman, L.C.S.W. 

 Licensed Clinical Social Worker     

  171 N. Van Ness Avenue 

                                          Fresno, CA  93701 

                                             (559) 233-7250                                            

 

 

 

 

I ’ve read about the terrible fires all over the 

western United States and I still remember 

how the smoke would displace the air in the 

valley whenever there were wildfires.  

Here in Israel – well, not exactly here, but in the 

south of the country – we have been having a similar 

problem. Our fires are all manmade, 

started by balloons and kites carrying 

flaming payloads sent over our border 

from Hamas-ruled Gaza. Tens of thou-

sands of acres of farmland and nature 

reserves have burned, including crops, 

animals, beehives – I don’t have to tell 

people in California what that’s like. 

It’s been going on for months now. Just this week a 

ceasefire agreement with the friendly folks of Hamas 

is being negotiated, and the attacks seem to be stopping. 

If the fires in California were being openly started by 

a group of terrorists, I think you would do whatever 

it takes to stop them. So you may ask, “Why does 

Israel allow it to continue?” Many Israelis are asking 

the same question.  The short answer is that we 

would have to kill people to stop it, it would precipi-

tate a bloody war and, despite what some say, we 

very much prefer peace. On the other hand, you 

don’t have real peace when you give in to blackmail, 

or not for long anyway. By the time you read this, 

either there will be a longer-term ceasefire, or there 

will be tanks rolling into Gaza, yet again. 

Since there can never be a dull moment, our Knesset 

has passed a “Nation State Law.” You will certainly 

hear a great deal about this and how it is a horrible 

racist, theocratic law, but in my opinion that is non-

sense. The law does not affect in any way the indi-

vidual civil, political or human rights of minority 

group members in Israel. Nobody’s right to vote, to 

employment, to housing, or to eat at a lunch counter 

or ride on a bus is affected by this law. It does clear-

ly reserve the collective right of national self-

determination in the state to the Jewish people, 

which is a fundamental principle of Zionism. You 

can read all about it in my recent posts at abuyehuda.com. 

The High Holidays, which in Israel refers to a period 

that is almost a month long during which nothing 

happens, are coming up. I want to build a 

permanent structure on my part of the 

roof of our apartment building that will 

be a sunshade in the summer and a Suk-

kah in the Fall, but it requires a permit 

and it requires a contractor to come and 

look at the roof before the Holidays, and 

I can’t believe it will happen in time for 

this Sukkot. 

My youngest child, Judah, has passed the age of 40 

and is no longer required to do reserve duty every 

year. So now I have 6 six years to relax, until his old-

est son Ilai is eligible for the draft.  

The weather is warm and humid – we are a few 

miles from the sea here – but as the days get longer 

the sky is beginning to have more and more clouds 

every day. We have had some lovely wet winters 

here in the past few years, and are looking forward to 

another one.  

May all our friends in Fresno get a good soaking that 

will put out the fires and clean up the air.  
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2018  JFCC Pledge List 

 

Double Chai-over $3600 

David and Marilyn Britz 

Martin and Debbie Britz 

Robert and Linda Glassman 

 

Chai -$1800-$3599 

Paul and Marilyn Atlas 

Murray and Francine Farber 

Marianne Kast 

Richard and Betsy Kauffman 

Warren and Susan Lev  

Roger and Ivonne Litman 

Jerry and Jenny Mann 

Bill and Karen Podolsky 

Leah Press and Scott Ahles 

Carol Reba 

Melvin and Leslie Richtel 

Morton and Donna Rosenstein 

George Wallet 

Jack Zeldis 

Stan and Fran Ziegler 

   

Patron-$1242-$1799 

Patricia Ginsburg 

Marilyn Horwitz  

Richard and Bonnie Polson 

Rael and Linda Sacks 

Norman and Harriet Sigel 

Ethan Smith 

Martin and Marianne Weil 

  

Mitzvah-$ 613-$1241 

Mikhail and Marina Alper 

Mark and Sindy Alson 

Jauques and Suzanne Benninga 

Estelle Boro 

Herbert and Judy Boro 

Don and Ruth Bricker 

Bob and Leslie Briney 

Joanne Cohen 

Robert and Nada Fishman 

Arnold and  Poornima Friedman 

Michael and Beth Goldfarb 

Robert and Nooshin Julian 

Pepper Kammen 

David and Loan Kaye 

Mark Lasher and Chanah Cossman 

William and Laurie Leifer 

David Merzel and Linda Hertzberg 

Carol Rodder 

Lenore Schreiber 

Doug Weil & Jeri Buchman Weil 

Robert and CoAnn Weil 

Richard and Rosanne Weinberg 

3 anonymous 

 

Sustainer-$396-$612 

Sylvia Ames 

Robert Boro 

Barbara Brietigam 

Louise Feinberg 

Terry and Frankie Fox 

Howard and Linda Garfinkel  

Geron Family 

Michael and Abby Goldberg 

John and Cheryl Heberger 

Allan Ostrow 

Steve and Ete Rothenberg 

Mary Schilling 

Dorothy Schwabenland 

Newton and Sue Seiden 

Pat Shein 

David and Lisa Sicherman 

David and Elaine Silverman 

Louis and Mary Lou Sorsky 

Richard and Carol Sorsky 

Stewart Steinbach & Gina Strumwasser  

Roger and Arlana Stewart  

Asriel Saporta & Marilyn Martinez 

Andrew and Lauri Weiss 

2 anonymous 

 

Donor-$126-$395 

Gay Abarbanell 

Clifford and Sharyn Anderson 

Philip and Julie Appelbaum 

Irwin and Nancy Barg 

Terry and Roberta Bavin 

Lisa Bennett and Dan Cady 

Robert and Ann Bernstein 

Alan and Kathleen Birnbaum 

Adam and Karen Blitz 

Stephen and Janet Blumberg 

Hal and Judit Borushok 

Phil and Miriam R. Bourdette 

Jennifer Britz 

Chris Brown 

Jack Cain and Judy Haber 

Michael and Mindy Chakov 

Edward and Shirley Cherniss 

Sandy Cohen 

Maxine Cohn 

Marni Cotter 

Chuck Conway 

Marc and Marcy Davidson 

Andrea Farber De Zubiria 

Phyllis Farrow 

Robin Fox Avedesian 

Jeanna Francis 

Samuel and Brenda Franklin 

Keren Friedman 

Robert and Barbara Futoran 
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James and Judy Ganulin 

Ingrid Gerosa 

Brian Ginsburg 

Paul and Wendy Gottleib 

Alvin and Sharon Green 

Leon and Israela Green 

Janette Groger 

Stanton Groger 

Ephraim and Laura Hadjis 

Michael and Torie Hadjis 

Robert and Laurie Hart 

Judy Horlick 

Darryl and Erika Horowitt 

Paul and Maribeth Horton 

Harry and Marge Imfeld 

Barry and Judith Katz 

Mike and Ann Kaufher 

Michael and Lois Knoll 

Sheila Kornzweig 

Hanna Krebs 

Deborah Krieg 

Michael Levine 

Joe Levy 

Sharon Levy 

Charles and Lynn Lindsey 

Doug and Ester Lock 

Glen and Lynn Margulis 

Peter Nagel and Suzanne Karp 

Steve and Sallie Negin 

Rosemary Pfeiffer 

Paul Pierce and Patience Milrod 

Spencer and Carole Press 

Ken and Stephanie Price 

Michelle Rabin 

Cynthia Rathwick 

Tamara Ravalin 

Scott and Deborah Reba 

Mario and Judith Reposo 

Shirley Rose  

David Sasaki & Helen Siporin Sasaki 

Paul and Deborah Schechter 

Amy Schmidt 

Howard and Peggy Shainberg 

Yan and Elena Shrayberman 

Judy Shuster 

Paul Silva 

Marie Slater 

Richard and Linda Smith 

David and Susan Snyder 

Maria Vargas 

Mel and Bettylee Wapner 

Michael Weil 

Pam Weiner and Tim Skeen 

Sylvia Waxman 

Marsha Wernick 

Tsuri and Batsheva Williamson 

Marc Wilson 

David and Aleta Wolfe 

Leonid Zhornitskiy & Beata Malaya 

6 anonymous 

 

Supporter -$54-$125 

Esti Barak 

Rita Berg 

Helga Berry 

Peter and Janet Birnbaum 

Lou and Nan Blechman 

Sean Boyd 

Janice Bruno 

Dennis and Janis Cohen 

Linda Crane 

Mark and Iris Duarte 

Guy and Heni Decatrel 

Alfred and Carolyn Evans 

Jill Fields 

Owen Gailar 

Andrea Gjerde 

Bernie Gold 

Rabbi Paul and Tamara Gordon 

Gary and Laynee Greenberg 

Laurie Greene 

Ken Greenspan 

Gary Grossman 

Dorea Harmon & Brian Kossack 

Mike and Mara Hocker 

Rita Karsh-Goldstone 

Elizabeth Kassel 

Barry and Carol Kast 

Leslie Kline 

Joyce Kroker 

Alex and Jernnifer Lechtman 

Jesse Lichaa 

Matt and Kerri Leedy 

Ron and Vardit Lichtenstein 

Joan Lipton 

Marat and Svetlana Markin 

Abbas Mehdi 

Josef Merkher & Svetlana Feldman 

Bernice Miessner 

Deborah Moore 

James and Mary Ann Orloff 

Paul and Corie Ostrow 

Michael and Diana Paulauskas 

Isaac and Sandy Ramirez 

Scott and Deborah Reba 

Jaime and  William Richardson 

Joe and Laurie Rubin 

David and Robyn Sacks 

Lesa Schwartz 

Karen Shields 

Aaron and Jill Siegel 

Joanne Silverstrom 

J. J. and Cheryl Skeen 

Paul and Sharon Smith 
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Paul and Sharon Smith 

Oscar Speace and Janice Noga 

Sheree Stone 

Paul Stuart 

Ron and Leslie Truly 

Penny Verin-Shapiro 

Donald and Ikuko Watnick 

Toni Wein 

Mark Weiner 

Judy Weiss 

Robert and Lori Williams 

Rabbi Rick & Rabbi Laura Winer 

Dan and Kathy Yarmo 

Jeff and Carolyn Zutler 

6 anonymous 

 

Friend-$18-53 

Sunny Abarbanell 

Daniel and Lucy Bordona 

Andrea Brodsky 

Garrick Byers 

John and Robin Cunningham 

Ginny Dederich 

Manuel Dichner 

Toni Eames 

Cookie Fritz 

Saretta Gurss 

Jeremy and Shannon Ivener 

Dan and Carolyn Kemble 

Joel and Marci Kiper 

Hilary Levine 

Jacqueline Lichaa 

Erik and Diana List 

Lisa Morser 

Linda Nahin 

Joseph Oliviera 

Miguel and Ana Romero 

Gail Rosenthal 

John M. Schindler 

Richard and Andi Sigmund 

Bernard and Sylvia Silberman 

Gary and Ann Skopp 

Mitch and Diane Sperling 

Lynne Steele 

Suzanne Stern 

5 anonymous 

 

The Torah wants us to beware of your 

heart misleading you, ending up wor-

shipping false gods. Baal Shem Tov 

interprets this to mean that the mo-

ment a Jew turns away from God, he 

is already serving idols.  Moshe ex-

plains the stages in which this occurs 

and links them to insects and snakes.  

 

Initially you overestimate your own 

power and knowledge of this world. 
You say “I am a  scientist, and this is 

not logical.”  As a result, you fail to 

develop your own powerful spiritual 

methodology  

So you replace your spiritual energy 

with worldly pursuits. Your desire for 

money and power takes over your 

life.  Your enthusiasm for worldly 

things burns like the sting of the viper. 

Eventually, your worldly pursuits 

leave you bored and you become cold 

and deadened to the joys of the world. 
This is symbolized by the scorpion’s 

cold venom.  

In our community, we can and must 

light a lamp in another Jew to awaken 
their soul A Jew who prevents anoth-

er Jew from doing mitzvahs is com-

pared to a snake and its venom. If you 

see this happening around you, make 

this year a year to say No. 

         -  David ben Hirsch HaCohan 

 

  CHASSIDUS CORNER 

                      SYNAGOGUE IN KOLKATA, INDIA 

Kolkata is the largest city in the state of West Bengal, India.  In the 19th 

and 20th centuries it had a thriving Jewish community including actors, 

politicians, bankers and journalists, as well as Pramila, a famous model 

and actress who was the first Miss 

India in 1947.    Her real name was 

Esther Victoria Abraham.   

After World War II, most of the Jews 

moved abroad leaving a few syna-

gogues, cemeteries and schools, as 

well as a number of streets 

named after Jews.  Surprisingly, 

the caretakers of the city’s two 

most notable synagogues, Beth 

El and Magen David (pictured) 

were Muslims. 

The 116 year old Nahoum and Sons 

bakery still exists and once supplied 

challah as well as a Christmas fruitcake 

to townspeople.  

 

 

 Pramila 

Esther Victoria Abraham 
    Temple Magen David 
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Alex N. Lechtman, M.D., F.A.C. 

 Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery 

 Certified Reform Mohel 
5530 Avenida de los Robles 

Visalia, CA 93291 

 

Office:  559.738.7572 

Cell:      559.280.8955 

 

    Email: alechtman@vmchealth.com 

 Now that the High Holy days are upon us, we are looking 

forward to a healthy and happy New Year.   

CBD is looking forward to starting the New Year with a 

new Student Rabbi, Ariel Zitny,  from Hebrew Union Col-

lege in Los Angeles,  who will be with us for the holidays. 

Sunday School starts September 16.  Classes meet from 

9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  There are also classes in Hebrew 

and Confirmation. 

This past Summer CBD celebrated the Bat Mitzvah of 

Harper Dutton. 

CBD has suffered the loss of several former members this 

past summer  - Steve Kabot, Vickie Plough and Herb 

Schwartz.  Herb was a lay leader and teacher for many 

years with us. We extend our condolences and sympathies 

to their families. May all their memories be for a blessing. 

Our Spring Cake Auction was very successful with lots of 

deliciously sweet entries. We will have Honey from the 

Heart for the high holidays in our Gift Shop 

We welcome anyone from the community who may be 

interested in attending Friday evening services or in learn-

ing more about Judaism.  

Marsha Brooks-Smith 

Visalia  
Voices 

 

Congregation Beit Shalom 
www.congregationbeitshalomvisalia.com 

congregationbeitshalom@yahoo.com 

559.308.1333 

Congregation B’nai David 

www.congregationbnaidavid.com 

559.732.3139 

L’Shanah Tovah Um’tookah - to our many friends and ac-

quaintances! We hope to see you again as we pray for repair and a 

deeper connection to a Jewish life and our Creator. 

Erev Rosh Hashonah will begin with a community educa-

tion program on bees and beekeeping by Darren Hess of 

Kingsburg Honey Co.  This hands on program begins at 5 

p.m Sunday, September 9—  Adults $5 Children FREE.    

A brief Children’s Rosh Hashonah service will follow. 

Rabbi Avivah Erlick and husband Jay Vandendorp on gui-

tar will blow Shofar for High Holiday Services.  You are 

invited to a Kol Nidre dinner before Yom Kippur begins on 

Tuesday, September 18.  RSVP by September 10 at 308-

1333 for details.    

Every Friday/Shabbat we continue the study of Torah with 

Hebrew class at 5:30 p.m. in the library.  Candle lighting 

and Kabbalat Shabbat begin at 7 p.m.  Please join us  for 

study, questions, and friendship. 

Over the summer we have received many boxes of buttons 

from all over the United States.  We are happy  that La Si-

erra Military Academy students will  volunteer to count our 

significant stacks of donated buttons.  The  number  is near-

ing the four million mark.  Our goal is 6 million buttons 

which will represent the six million Jewish lives lost in the 

Shoah. Please see our Facebook page:  californi-

aholocausteducation&resourcecenter. 

Lehitraot and L’Shana Tovah ! 

                             -Cynthia Simonian Fischer 
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BANKERS LIFE                                   Office 559.225.9236

                                                                                                         

    Direct 559.396.4389

        Fax 559.225.9238 

                       

  Isaac Ramirez 
   Insurance Sales Representative 

Isaac.ramirez@bankerslife.com 

         7529 N. Ingram Ave., Suite 101 

                               Fresno, CA  93711 

 Insurance License #: CA OK84272                                  BankersLife.com 

                      JFCC ALLOCATIONS 2018    

Israel/Overseas  

Jewish Federation North America    $15,000 

Honest Reporting Media Central            500 

Israel Independence day          5,000 

Guest Speakers Israel          1,500 

Krembo Wings (youth program)        1,941 

Total Israel/Overseas        23,941  

Local  

Jewish Family Services      $20,000 

Interest free loans          3,000 

CBJ/Yom Hashoah          1,000 

Jewish Community Relations Committee          500 

CBD/Holocaust Project          1,800 

Prison Project              600 

Camperships           1,500 

“New Cemetery”          2,500 

TBI/ Cemetery           8,000 

Manchester School Holocaust Program        1,000 

FYBGI            2,000 

Camp Shalom           1,000 

TBI-4th Grade Class/B’nai B’rith Dinner                280                                                               

Jewish Studies Program                    $5,000 

Play “Hold Me Heal Me”        $3,500 

Total Local       $51,680 

   

 

 

General Donation 

Adat Shalom 

Anonymous 

 

In memory of Leo Weil 

Hanna Krebs 

Leslie Kline 

Carol Reba 

Stan and Fran Ziegler 

 

In  memory of Dr. Irwin Barg 

Lee and Jeri Horwitz 

 

Jewish Community Relations Comm. 

Maya Kaye 

Nathan Lopez 

 

Jewish Family Services 

Deborah Carter 

Jake Hadjis 

Jerry Kossack 

Anonymous 

 

TBI Cemetery 

Jackson Ivener 

 

         DONATIONS 
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Federation Offers Youth Scholarships  

The Jewish Federation of Central California pro-

vides subsidies for Jewish youth to travel to and 

attend recognized Jewish camps and other pro-

grams in the U.S. and Israel.   

Applications or requests must be received 30 

days prior to need.  For more information, call 

the Federation at 432-2162. 

Our Mission 
The mission of the Jewish Federation of Central Califor-

nia is to build and strengthen the Jewish community 

locally, overseas and in Israel, by 

 Raising funds and allocating them to identified 

Jewish community needs and priorities at home and 

abroad 

 Providing education and cultural programs to pro-

mote community awareness of the  Federation and 

its mission 

 Listening to a broad spectrum of opinions from 

throughout the community to assure all Jewish voic-

es are heard 

 Evaluating efforts to ensure that Federation human 

and  fiscal resources are used most effectively. 

For your convenience we accept Visa/Master Card for 

your pledges and donations.  We appreciate your adjust-

ing your gift to accommodate our 4% bank charge.  

Thank you. 

Federation Focus 
The publication of the 

Jewish Federation of Central California 

Officers 

Murray Farber, President 

Ephraim Hadjis, Past President 

Ethan Smith , Vice President 

Esti Barak, Vice President 

Elizabeth Kassel, Secretary 

Stanley Ziegler, Treasurerr 

Phyllis Farrow, Executive Director 

Board of Directors 

Andrea Gjerde 

Rabbi Paul Gordon 

Saretta Gurss 

Judy Haber 

Vardit Lichtenstein 

Roger Litman 

Steve Negin 

Leah Press 

Carol Reba 

Deborah Reba 

Lesa Schwartz 

Richard Sorsky 

Rabbi Rick Winer 

Rabbi Levi Zirkind 

 

Francine M. Farber, FOCUS Editor 

 

Jewish Family Services 

Staff:  Phyllis Farrow, Linda Nahin 

559.432.0529  

E-mail: fedfresno@sbcglobal,net 

 

© Jewish Federation of Central California 

 

 

Federation Offers Youth Scholarships 

The Jewish Federation of Central California provides 

subsidies for Jewish youth to travel to and attend rec-

ognized Jewish camps and other programs in U.S. And 

Israel.  Applications or requests must be received 30 

days prior to need.  For  information call the Federation 

at 432-2162. 

Jewish Federations of North America protects 

and enhances the well-being of Jews and Jewish 

communities in North America, Israel and around 

the world.  We strive to realize our core values of 

chesed (caring and compassion), Torah (Jewish 

Learning), tikkun olam (repair of the world) and 

tzedakah (social justice).  As the  focus of the feder-

ations, JFNA acts upon these values through  phi-

lanthropy, strategic initiatives, and  collective leader-

ship—in partnership with local communities, national and 

international agencies. 

We welcome your articles for publication 

in the Focus.  Submit via e-mail to fmfar-

ber@hotmail.com as a Microsoft Word at-

tachment.  Pictures and graphics should 

be attached as separate JPEG files.  Sub-

missions are subject to editing and become 

the property of the Jewish Federation of 

Central California.  We reserve the right to 

accept or reject any submissions. 

NEXT DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES  

AND CALENDAR LISTING 

December 15,  2018 
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Have you fulfilled your 2018 pledge? 

Our community is depending on you! 
“When a person’s good deeds exceed his wisdom, his wisdom will be enduring.” 

 - Rabbi Hanina Dendosa - 

For the annual campaign, I pledge and promise to pay the Jewish Federation of Central California: 

 $54          $126           $180          $396          $613          $1242           $1800          Other $ ________     

 

Please print your name as you would like it to appear in the Federation Focus: 

Name ____________________________            My contribution will be made by: 

Address __________________________             ___ Check enclosed.     ___Please bill me. 

                __________________________             ___ VISA/MC # _____________________ 

Phone ___________________________   Name on card: ____________________ 

Email ___________________________      Expiration Date: ___________________ 

 Signature: ________________________             ___ Do NOT publish my name in the Federation Focus.  

Mail to: Jewish Federation of Central California  406 West Shields Ave., Fresno, CA  93705 

Jewish Federation of Central California                                  
406 West Shields Av 
Fresno CA  93705 
Return service requested 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

Paid 

Permit No. 1372 

Fresno, CA   


